Vancouver Public

Schools
Vancouver, Wash.

ABOUT THE PROGRAM
Kindergarten Jump Start began in
2010 as a free, two-week summer
program in high-needs schools.
Rising kindergarten students
spend two hours each morning in
their new schools. The curriculum
follows benchmarks and state stan-
dards for learning in literacy, math,
science, social studies, and music.
Parent-teacher conferences give
teachers an opportunity to get to
know the families and show them
how they can help with their child's
learning. Jump Start families also
have access to school-based Fam-

ily-Community Resource Center
coordinators.

THE BOARD’S INVOLVEMENT
The school board designed the
district’s strategic plan, in collabo-
ration with district staff, students,
community and business leaders,
and early childhood learning and
higher education representatives.
A goal of the plan is to ease the
transition to kindergarten and
improve school readiness. The
board recognizes that participation
in early learning activities increases
the likelihood of students meeting
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third-grade reading benchmarks
and continuing their K-12 academic
achievement.

RESULTS

In 2012, students who attended
Jump Start were nearly twice as
likely to be at the early literacy
benchmark at the beginning of the
school year. In 2013, nearly half
of students who attended at least
13 days were ready for bench-
mark-level instruction, indicating
a dramatic reduction in the school
readiness gap in comparison to that
of prior years.
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also has reached out to underserved families with
its Beach Bags program, which supplies meals to
students over weekends and school breaks.
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ABOUT THE PROGRAM

Despite Virginia Beach City Public Schools’ robust
volunteer and partner-in-education programs and on-
going engagement efforts, there were still parents who
did not see the district as their advocate. In a commu-
nity survey, some parents said district schools were
not welcoming places. From this realization, Parent
Connection was created to provide for the needs of all
parents, but particularly for those who were disen-
gaged. The program is based on the belief that schools
should not only be providing crucial information, but
also tangible resources. It offers free classes and work-
shops to parents. In addition, staff received training
to make schools more welcoming. Parent Connection

Parent Connection was developed as a result of the
school board's commitment to removing barriers
that are within the school system's control. The need
to provide parent resources and foster engagement
was reaffirmed by the board in October 2007 when
it approved the current strategic plan, Compass to
2015. This past July, the board approved a second
parent survey.

RESULTS

Last school year, more than 900 people attended
monthly Parent Connection workshops; thousands
more accessed resources online. Community organi-
zations post events on the Parent Connection online
calendar and offer guest columns written by experts
in their respective fields. Parent Connection is a clear-
inghouse of information and resources for parents.
Efforts to raise public awareness of and participation
in the Beach Bags program have been very successful.
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