
 

 

 

  

   

   

  

  

   

  

  

   

   

    

 

     
    

     
    

     
     

   
      

     

       

    

       

   
        

       

     

    

      

   
     

     

     

      

   

 
      

      

     

     

      

     

      

       

     

      

         

    

   

     

      

W elcome to American
School Board Journal’s
Magna Awards. Over
the past 15 years,

we’ve featured many excellent ex-
amples of school district leadership,
and this year is no exception. Sev-
eral of the winning entries involve
some kind of high school reform—a
variety of programs proving that ef-
forts to keep teens in school are not
a one-size-fits-all proposition.
Other entries feature different ways
to reach out to the community for
help, ideas, and support.

The winning entries are full of
practical advice on how districts
solved pressing problems—prob-
lems that will sound very familiar to school
board members and administrators: becom-
ing better leaders, coping with declining en-
rollment, making connections with parents
and the community, teaching about diversity,
helping students learn about recycling and
saving the environment, increasing science
and technology literacy, encouraging healthy
eating habits, and preparing students for col-
lege or careers. 

As in the past, this year’s entries are divided
into three categories based on enrollment:
under 5,000, 5,000 to 20,000, and over
20,000. Each category has one grand prize
winner and five additional winners. We also
have 15 districts that earned honorable men-
tions.

Our grand prize winner in the under
5,000 enrollment category, the Bridgeport
School District in Bridgeport, Wash., offers
its students an opportunity to earn college
credits while still in high school. For many
Bridgeport students—children of migrant
farm workers—a college education was far
out of their reach before this program was
created.

The grand prize winner in the 5,000 to
20,000 enrollment category, Springfield
Public Schools in Springfield, Ore., wanted
to increase the literacy skills of its youngest
students. Through partnerships with the
Rotary Club and local government agencies,
the district gives hardcover books to all first-
graders at a daylong reading celebration at a
local community college; school board mem-
bers and others distribute the books and read
aloud to the children.

The grand prize winner in the over 20,000
enrollment category, the Evansville Vander-
burgh School Corporation in Evansville, Ind.,
wanted to spark interest in history among its
high school students while giving them expe-
rience with technology. The result was Feel
the History, two courses where students re-
search and interview local historians. They
produce minidocumentaries that have been
aired on local PBS stations.

We are pleased to have the opportunity to
showcase these award-winning projects, along
with the other outstanding programs on the
following pages, as examples of innovation
and excellence in school governance. American
School Board Journal also is fortunate to have
the ongoing support of our corporate partner,
Sodexo School Services, as its generous finan-
cial support continues to make the Magna
Awards program possible. 

As we honor this year’s winners, we also
look ahead to the Magna Awards 2010.
Please let us know about programs you be-
lieve might bring distinction to your district
and translate into similar success elsewhere.
The nomination form is available online at
www.asbj.com/magna. Perhaps we will have
the pleasure of recognizing your school dis-
trict as a Magna Award winner in 2010. 
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